Out of the Past

shops in Westbourne Grove and Queen's Road were
quickly closed, and a notice posted on the shutters:
" Owing to the death of Mr Whiteley this establishment
will be closed for the remainder of to-day (Thursday)."
News of the murder was soon spread through the dis-
trict and caused a painful sensation, not only throughout
London, but as far away as Leeds and Wakefield, where
Whiteley was well known. Whiteley's annual staff con-
cert, which was to have been held that night in Queen's
Hall, was naturally postponed.

The first thought of Detective-Inspector Fuller when
he began to investigate the mystery was to search
Whiteley's office for clues disclosing what might have
taken place at the interview between Whiteley and his
assailant. He therefore fetched Whiteley's solicitor, St
John Roche, and together they went through the
Universal Provider's papers, but found nothing which
threw any light upon the tragedy. A message sent to Sir
George Lewis brought back the reply that he had never
sent anyone to see Whiteley, and was most distressed
that his name should have been used by a stranger. The
Inspector next possessed himself of the weapon used by
the assailant., a six-chambered Colt revolver, fully
loaded with soft-nosed or c dum-dum * bullets, three of
which had been fired. One of these bullets was after-
wards found buried under some stock in the fur and lace
department, close to where the murder took place. A
search of the young man's person yielded one shilling
in cash, several pawn-tickets relating to jewellery, a pass-
port and other papers bearing the names of Thomas
Smith, Payne, and Rayner. In the breast pocket of his
coat were two small leaves, evidently torn from a pocket-
book, which was subsequently traced by means of a
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